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COUNTY ISSUESCOUNTY ISSUES

�� Hazardous MaterialsHazardous Materials

�� Air Pollution/SmokeAir Pollution/Smoke





�� Hazardous MaterialsHazardous Materials

�� Air Pollution/SmokeAir Pollution/Smoke

�� Nurses for Evacuation SheltersNurses for Evacuation Shelters

�� Arrange Evacuation of Hospital/SNFArrange Evacuation of Hospital/SNF

�� Public InformationPublic Information

�� Many othersMany others

COUNTY ISSUESCOUNTY ISSUES





A. It is possible you will be requested to go to the Incident Command Post for technical advice purposes.  This will
maintain your services as a solely designated resource within the command structure and will then designate you
a part of the Command Staff (not to be confused with Commander).
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i. If you are instructed to go to a specific location, request information regarding where the actual 
incident  is so as not to delay your arrival by driving directly into an area blocked off by evacuation 
or into traffic blocks secondary to detours around the area.  You may also request routing 
directions for the most efficient  access to the area.

ii. Do not forget your resource call down lists (Appendices I, II, & III)

iii. Upon arrival at the specifically requested location, look for signs indicating “Incident Command 
Post” or   “IC”.  There may be a “check in” sign.

iv. At the Incident Command Post, identify yourself and who requested your response.  

v. Determine who the Incident Commander is.

vi. Obtain a briefing and what is requested from you. 





DATADATA

�� M.S.D.S.M.S.D.S.

�� Exam of SceneExam of Scene



DATA TO MESSAGEDATA TO MESSAGE

�� Defend shed with a truckDefend shed with a truck

�� Phosgene flows onto fire truck route Phosgene flows onto fire truck route 

and evacuation routeand evacuation route



MESSAGEMESSAGE

�� One sentenceOne sentence

�� 66thth grade verbiagegrade verbiage

�� UnambiguousUnambiguous

�� Get it out of fireGet it out of fire’’s path ASAPs path ASAP





�� PM MonitorsPM Monitors

�� Visual MethodVisual Method

DATADATA





Table 3. Recommended Actions for Public Health Officials

- Close Schools
- Cancel outdoor events (e.g., concerts and
competitive sports)
- Consider closing workplaces not essential to
public health
- If PM level projected to continue to remain
high for a prolonged time, consider evacuation
of sensitive populations

< 0.75> 500Hazardous

- Consider closing some or all schools
(However, newer schools with a central air
cleaning filter may be more protective than
older, leakier homes. See “Closures”, below )
- Cancel outdoor events (e.g., concerts and
competitive sports)

1 – 1.25301 - 500Very Unhealthy

- Consider “Smoke Day” for schools (i.e., no
school that day), possibly based on school
environment and travel considerations
- Consider canceling public events, based on
public health and travel considerations

1.5 - 2.5176 - 300Unhealthy

- If smoke event projected to be prolonged,
evaluate and notify possible sites for clean air
shelters
- If smoke event projected to be prolonged,
prepare evacuation plans

3 – 581 - 175Unhealthy for
Sensitive Groups

- Issue public service announcements (PSAs)
advising public about health effects/symptoms
and ways to reduce exposure
- Distribute information about exposure
avoidance

6 – 941 - 80Moderate

If smoke event forecast, implement
communication plan

> 100 - 40Good

Recommended ActionsVisibility - Arid
Conditions
(miles)

PM2.5 or PM10
Levels (mcg/M3,
1- to 3-hr avg.)

Category







DATA TO MESSAGEDATA TO MESSAGE

•• Leave the AreaLeave the Area

oror

•• Shelter in PlaceShelter in Place



• Public Health and Air Pollution Contact:

• Charles Mosher, MD, MPH, Public Health Officer, Air Pollution Control 
Officer

• Health Alert: Expectation of Increased Smoke and Ash

• Mariposa, CA – Smoke density has become great enough from the Oliver 
Creek Fire and other lightning complex fires to constitute a health threat.  As 
a result, the Mariposa County Public Health Department and Air Pollution 
Control District (APCD) is upgrading its Health Advisory to a Health Alert for 
people living in areas affected by smoke from the fires.

• Everyone, but especially people with heart or lung disease (including 
asthma), older adults and children should limit time spent outdoors and limit 
prolonged or heavy exertion and exercise when smoke is present. 

CHARLES B. MOSHER, MD, MPH 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL OFFICER
5100 Bullion Street
P.O. Box 5
Mariposa, CA  95338-0005
(209) 966-2220
FAX  (209) 966-8248

e-mail:  air@mariposacounty.org

AIR POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

DISTRICT 1……………......BRAD ABORN
DISTRICT 2………………..LYLE 
TURPIN
DISTRICT 3………...............JANET 
BIBBY
DISTRICT 4………………...DIANE 
FRITZ
DISTRICT 5…...………..…...BOB 
PICKARD

AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT



• Unnecessary sporting events which include significant exertion and increased 
breathing, such as soccer, running, baseball, etc. should be suspended until the air 
quality improves. 

• Wearing a mask is not sufficient protection.

• Run your air conditioner, if you have one.  Keep the fresh air intake closed and the 
filter clean to prevent bringing additional smoke inside.  Note: if you don’t have an air 
conditioner, staying inside with the windows closed may be dangerous in extremely 
hot weather. In these cases, seek alternative shelter.

• Help keep particle levels inside lower.  When smoke levels are high, try to avoid using 
anything that burns, such as wood fireplaces, and even candles. Don’t vacuum.  That 
stirs up particles already inside your home.  And don’t smoke.  That puts even more 
pollution in your lungs, and in the lungs of people around you. 

• If you have symptoms of lung or heart disease that may be related to excess smoke 
exposure, including repeated coughing, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, 
wheezing, chest tightness or pain, palpitations, nausea or unusual fatigue or 
lightheadedness, contact your health care provider.

• This Health Alert is in effect until revised as conditions warrant.  We project that 
conditions will remain unhealthy for the next several days.

• For additional information, check www.mariposacounty.org/health or call the Health 
Department/A.P.C.D. at 209-966-2220 or 1-800-777-0377.   For other fire information, 
you may call the Emergency Information line at 966-1133 or 1-888-966-1133. 



A. If you are instructed to contact an Incident Command by phone, do so immediately.  (This is possible in 
those instances where the event is small and/or you do not have an emergency response command role. 
For these situations, you will be considered a technical specialist)
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WHATWHAT NEEDS WORKNEEDS WORK

�� PIO/JICPIO/JIC

�� IC/ SEMS TrainingIC/ SEMS Training



 




